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            Introduction

Little Webby Press book and website generation is controlled by a file you create in your manuscript folder. This is the book configuration file and it is used to:


	Specify the files — frontmatter, chapters, and backmatter — that composes your manuscript.

	Specify the files — frontmatter, chapters, and backmatter — that will be available on the website.

	Set which file inside the images/ folder is your book cover.

	Set the metadata for the book, things such as its title, author, publisher, etc.

	Set the marketing blurb, and author bio for the Website.

	Set WebMonetization Endpoint for the WebSite.



Most of the documentation for Little Webby Press refers to it as Book.toml. TOML is a language for configuration files that is easy to learn. In later chapters in this manual, we’ll see how to write the same configuration file using different languages such as JSON and YAML. So, if you already know any of those other two languages, and would prefer to use them, you’ll be able to.


TOML, YAML, and JSON, are different file formats. One thing they have in common is that they’re all plain text files, which means you should use a simple text editor to edit them. We recommend a programmers editor such as Sublime Text, Visual Studio Code, or ATOM.



Even though, from these first paragraphs, you might be preparing yourself for some complex tasks and tedious study, fear not for this stuff is simpler than it seems. After playing a bit with Little Webby Press, writing the configuration file will become boring and simple. In many cases, you’ll be just copying and pasting from a previous book (unless you want to type your author bio again).

If this is the first manual you’re reading, I’d like to urge you to stop and read the Getting Started Guide first. The content in this manual assumes you have done that, and understood how the basic workflow of generating a book and website using Little Webby Press. If you’re not confident in your understanding, you might want to turn your attention to our video tutorials which might clear some doubts.

The book configuration file is divided in multiple sections, each of these sections will be explained in the next following chapters. We will use TOML to explaion them. Later, after all the sections are understood, we’ll have chapters about YAML and JSON.


        

    
        
            Using TOML

This chapter is just a quick introduction to TOML language. Their own website explains it really well, and I advise you spend some time reading it.


A config file format for humans.

TOML aims to be a minimal configuration file format that’s easy to read due to obvious semantics. TOML is designed to map unambiguously to a hash table. TOML should be easy to parse into data structures in a wide variety of languages.

— Source: TOML: Tom’s Obvious Minimal Language



The quotation above is how they describe their own language, it makes more sense if you’re a software developer. The important part is a minimal configuration file format that’s easy to read, meaning that TOML is designed to be pleasant to the eyes of both humans and software.

In their website, they have a section called A Quick Tour of TOML that goes over every aspect of the language, go read that after finishing this chapter.

If you ever edited a .INI file on Windows, then you’ll feel just at home. For the purposes of Little Webby Press, a TOML file is divided into sections. Each section has a name that is always a single word and lowercase. So the section called metadata is written in TOML as:

[[ metadata ]]


All content below a section declaration belongs to that section. Once a new section starts, the content below that section will belong to the new section. For example, consider:

[[ opinions ]]
chocolate = "I like it, but don't eat often"
grapes = "Goes well with cheese, I really like them"

[[ doubts ]]
cat = "My cat is from Brazil, does he meows in Portuguese?"


There are two sections in the sample above. One called opinions has two fields in it: chocolate and grapes. The content of those fields is my own opinion regarding chocolate and grapes. The second section, doubts, holds a single field cat with my own doubts about which language my cat meows in.

TOML is analogous to writing a paper form. You have sections, fields, and the content of those fields.

A TOML file is always a plain text file. You should not use applications such as Word to write them, you should use a plain text editor such as Sublime Text, Visual Studio Code, or ATOM. If you don’t want to install one of those editors, you can use whatever plain text editor comes with your operating system. On a Mac that is TextEdit, on Windows it is Notepad, and on Linux depends on your distro but you should have a couple installed.

In our video tutorials I talk a bit more about editors and why I think you should install a good one.


        

    
        
            Metadata Section

The metadata section contains fields that would be used for archival purposes in a library or shop.

Default values

Each of these fields has a sensible default value, so you should only fill the ones you need. Below is a metadata section with the default values being explicitly shown:

[[ metadata ]]
title = "Untitled Book"
subtitle = false
date = new Date()
identifier = false
cover = false
language = "en"
license = false


If you don’t add a field to your Book.toml file, their default value will be used. Usually, if the default value is false it means that the value is ignored.


The software developers among you might have noticed that the fields change type from boolean: false to a string when filled in. That is by design and makes checking for them in templates easier.



Title

You book’s title. This is added to both the eBook and the Website.

Example:

title = "Moby Dick, or, The Whale"


Subtitle

An optional field to hold your book subtitle. If it is present, it is added to both the eBook and the Website.

Example:

subtitle = "That classic book about a whale you have to read for school"


Date

The publication date for the book. The default value will make it the current date when you’re generating the book. If you want to fill it in, you need to write the date in ISO 8601 format.

Example:

date = 2019-08-08T12:00:00Z


It is <year>-<month>-<day>T<hour>:<minute>:<seconds>Z. The year should always be four numbers, and all the other items should be two numbers, so put a leading zero if the value is below ten.

Identifier

This is the unique identifier that will be used to identify your book. This can be an ISBN, or any other unique value that is compatible with the platforms you’ll distribute your eBook on. A unique URL pointing to your book is a good identifier.

Example:

identifier = "http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/2701"


Cover

The cover image file for the book. This file, like all other images in your book, should be placed inside a folder called images inside your manuscript folder.

cover = "images/cover.jpg"


Language

The language the book is written in. The value for this field should be in ISO 639-1 format, which is a two letter code to represent a language.

Here are some of example language codes:




	Language
	ISO 639-1 Code





	English
	en



	Chinese
	zh



	Spanish
	es



	Portuguese
	pt



	German
	de



	Italian
	it



	Swahili
	sw



	Korean
	ko



	Japanese
	ja



	French
	fr



	Xhosa
	xh



	Guarani
	gn





Example:

language = "pt"


License

This is the license for your book. It can be an HTML chunk if you want to add an image and link to the license. The intended use case for this is so that it becomes easier to tell the reader that your book is using copyleft licenses such as Creative Commons.

Be aware that Little Webby Press does not generate a copyright page for your book. You should do it yourself, and add it to the frontmatter.

The value of this license field is used only on the Website landing page.

Example:

license = "<a href='https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en_GB'><img src='book/images/license.svg'></a>"


The example above is a bit complex, it uses an HTML chunk to create a link to the Creative Commons Website page for a specific version of the license, and it uses an image that is in the manuscript folder.


        

    
        
            Author Section

This is used to specify all sorts of information about the book authors. The reason behind placing author information on its own section is so that it is easier to copy and paste it as you create new books. If that information was part of the metadata section, it would be too easy to make a mistake and end up copying extra data you don’t need or forgetting to copy something.

Default values

[author]
name = false
bio = false
photo = false


Exactly, by default everything is ignored, and your book has no author. You really don’t want that to be the case and should fill at least the name field.

Name

This is the name of the authors. You can use it to hold a single name, or add multiple names separated by commas. Names appear both in the eBook data and on the Website.

name = "André Alves Garzia"


Bio

This is a mini-bio about the authors. If you’re having challenges writing about yourself, check out this articles from Reedsy about How to Write a Memorable Author Bio.

Mini-bios are not included in the eBook. If you want it on the eBook, you need to write it on either the frontmatter or the backmatter yourself. This data appears only on the Website.

You can use Markdown or even some HTML on this field. Since author’s bios are usually longer than most of the other fields in the book configuration file, it is best to write them using multiple lines by using triple-double-quotes as shown in the example below.

bio = """
Andre is writer and developer. In the recent years he published books
about programming and managed a Web Literacy program in vulnerable
neighborhoods of Rio. He is a firm believer in empowerment through
technological experimentation. He lives in London with his wife, cats
and more IoT boards than he can ever put into use.
"""


Markdown will pick multiple consecutive lines of text and concatenate them in a single paragraph. To make multiple paragraphs, you need to leave a blank line between them.

Photo

This is a small photo of the authors. It needs to be placed inside the images folder, and referenced in the field with the images folder as part of it.

photo = "images/author.png"


This appears only on the Website, but since the photo is inside the images folder, you’re free to use it in a author bio chapter in your frontmatter or backmatter.


        

    
        
            Book Section

Arguably the most important section in the configuration file. This is the section that specifies your manuscript files. The order in which you specify them will form the spine of the book.

All fields that belong to this section have information that goes into the eBook.

Default values

[book]
enabled = true,
theme = "generic",
frontmatter = [],
chapters = [],
backmatter = []


There is a lot to be said about each field, and it is best tackled in their own section.

Enabled

This field dictates if Little Webby Press should generate an eBook for you. Some authors might have books generated using other tools and still want to use Little Webby Press to generate the Website for them. By setting this value to false, they’re able to bypass book generation and just create a Website.

The default behavior is to generate the eBook. You only need to touch this field if your intention is to disable it.

enabled = true


Theme

Which theme should be used to generate your eBook. At the moment we only have one theme called generic. In the near future we plan to have more themes, and also a way for you to override our theme selection and provide your own. Right now, you should simply ignore this field.

theme = "generic"


Frontmatter and Backmatter

Those two sections behave exactly the same, but one is put before the book chapters, and the other after them.

Frontmatter and backmatter are what computer scientists call an Array. This is fancy speak, and the way you can understand them is as a collection of stuff. In our case they’re a collection of files. So when you write down any of these sections, you do so by writing a collection of files that are part of that section.

fontmatter = [
  "copyright.md",
  "praise-for-the-book.md",
  "acknowledgements.md"
]


and

backmatter = [
  "bio.md",
  "contact.md",
  "other-works.md"
]


A collection is placed between square brackets and each item is quoted and separated from each other using commas. You could write them all in a single line but writing each item in their own line makes it easier to remove items and to reorder them.

Most eReaders will not place frontmatter or backmatter in the table of contents for the book. Readers will still be able to read them as they flip through the pages. Also, many eReaders will open a book in the first chapter and not in the frontmatter. This is a reason why many authors prefer to add things to the backmatter than the frontmatter, usually leaving it with only the copyright notice.

Chapters

Finally! This is the most important section in the whole configuration!

It took us a while to arrive to this section, this is where you specify the files that make up your book. Be aware that even though the field is called chapters, the relationship between one file and one chapter is arbitrary and there is nothing preventing you from breaking your chapters into multiple files. The field is called chapters because all the files inside this collection will be what ends up being your book’s chapters.

chapters = [
  "001-life-is-good.md",
  "002-life-still-good-but-other-pov.md",
  "003-shit-happens.md",
  "004-accepting-the-shit-is-hard.md",
  "005-mentor-appears.md",
  "006-mentor-teaches-shit-acceptance.md",
  "007-heroine-is-one-with-the-shit.md",
  "008-heroine-faces-harder-shit.md",
  "009-heroine-cannot-take-any-more-shit.md",
  "010-the-important-shit-is-friendship.md",
  "011-friends-get-their-shit-together.md",
  "012-friends-overcome-final-shit.md",
  "013-life-is-good-and-we-have-changed.md"
]


Those among you that know your storycraft will recognize the hero’s journey (or the story circle, or…) in the example above.

Important remarks

The Table of Contents is specified by the information in another section. All that frontmatter, backmatter, and chapters specify is what content files belong to your book and their order.

If you have Markdown files in your manuscript folder, but you don’t place them in any of these collections, they won’t be processed or appear in your book.

If you have Markdown file names in your collections that don’t actually exist on your manuscript folder, the book generation will break because of the missing file. Only add files to these collections after you have created them.


        

    
    
        Table of Contents


        
            
										
											Introduction
									

										
											Using TOML
									

										
											Metadata Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Title
									

										
											Subtitle
									

										
											Date
									

										
											Identifier
									

										
											Cover
									

										
											Language
									

										
											License
									

										
											Author Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Name
									

										
											Bio
									

										
											Photo
									

										
											Book Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Enabled
									

										
											Theme
									

										
											Frontmatter and Backmatter
									

										
											Chapters
									

										
											Important remarks
									

										
											Table of Contents Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Prefix
									

										
											Label
									

										
											Match
									

										
											Important remarks
									

										
											Publisher Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Name
									

										
											Bio
									

										
											Link
									

										
											Site Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Enabled
									

										
											Theme
									

										
											Frontmatter, Chapters, and Backmatter
									

										
											Blurb
									

										
											Landing
									

										
											Download
									

										
											Site Actions
									

										
											Site labels
									

										
											WebMonetization Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											Endpoint
									

										
											Call To Action Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											cta
									

										
											url
									

										
											label
									

										
											Links Section
									

										
											Default values
									

										
											cta
									

										
											url
									

										
											label
									

										
											Using YAML
									

										
											Why We Prefer TOML over YAML
									

										
											Sample configuration using YAML
									

										
											Using JSON
									

										
											Why We Prefer TOML over JSON
									

										
											Sample configuration using JSON
									

										
											Final Remarks and Moving On
									

            

        

        
            Guide

            
                	
                    Begin Reading
                

            

        
    

        
            Publisher Section

A small section to specify the publisher. Little Webby Press is mostly targetted at self-publishers, so this section will usually point towards the authors themselves or some company set by them.

Default values

[publisher]
name = false
bio = false
link = false


At the moment this field only appears in the eBook.

Name

The publisher’s name.

name = "That company with a Penguin Logo Press"


Bio

A bio for the publisher. This field is currently ignored. I haven’t yet found where to surface this data on the Website template. You can write it down for when the Website templates takes it into account in the future.

bio = """
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam,
quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo
consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse
cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
"""


Link

Once the bio is displayed on the Website, this field will be used to specify a link to the publisher’s website and be placed alongside the bio.

link = "https://my-own-press.website"



        

    
        
            Site Section

Well, this is going to be a large chapter. You might want to have some coffee or tea while reading it, because this section is used to specify what goes into the Website generated by Little Webby Press and it contains a lot of fields.

Default values

[site]
enabled = true
theme = "generic"
frontmatter = [ ]
chapters = [ ]
backmatter = [ ]
blurb = false
landing = true
download = true

[site.actions]
download = "Download the eBook"
read = "Free To Read Online"
toc = "Table Of Contents"

[site.labels]
about-book = "About The Book"
about-author = "About The Author"
toc = "Table Of Contents"
ereader-compatible = "Compatible with most eReaders"
support-with-webmo = "Support this work by using"
read = "Free To Read Online"
license = "License"



You can simply ommit this section and have the site be generated according to the data in the [book] section. Still, I think you should have this filled in with at least the blurb field.

A lot of these sections are similar to the book section, in these cases they behave exactly the same thus allowing you to override the values for the same fields on the Website.

Enabled

If you want to use Little Webby Press just to assemble your eBooks, you can disable the Website generation by setting this field to false.

enabled = false


The default behaviour is to generate a Website. It is important to understand that even if that is the default behaviour, there is a separate button on the interface for the Generate Site action. Clicking only the Generate eBook action button, will cause only the eBook to be assembled. So, even all you want is an eBook, you can use the default settings and simply not click hte Generate Site action.

Some authors already have their own platform and website set up. In these cases, Little Webby Press is most useful as a tool to assemble eBooks only.

Theme

Which theme should be used to generate the Website. At the moment we only have one theme called generic. In the near future we plan to have more themes, and also a way for you to override our theme selection and provide your own. Right now, you should simply ignore this field.

theme = "generic"


Frontmatter, Chapters, and Backmatter

These behave exactly the same as their counterparts in the book section. The reason for having them here is to enable you to override the values. For example, suppose you just want a sample to be present in the website for the visitors to read, you could do something like

chapters = [
  "001-life-is-good.md",
  "002-life-still-good-but-other-pov.md",
  "003-shit-happens.md",
  "004-accepting-the-shit-is-hard.md",
  "005-mentor-appears.md",
  "end-of-sample-if-you-like-buy-this-shit.md"
]


And the version of the chapters field used by the website would not be the same as the one in the eBook.

If you don’t fill these fields, the version of the book section will be used.

Blurb

This is the marketing blurb that is placed on the website. It serves the same purpose as the text usually found in the back cover of a paperback. It’s main reason for existing is to convert visitors into readers.

blurb = """
In this award-winning book (my mom gave me an award at age five for outlining this story), you follow our heroine as she overcome challenges and finds friendship along the way.

> "You should totally read this shit!" — not GRR Martin.
"""


You can use Markdown to write that field. It appears only on the Website.

Landing

When Little Webby Press generates a website for your book, it creates a landing site and also a web-readable version of the book. This manual you’re reading is this webby version of the Book Configuration File Specification eBook.

For some books – such as this manual – it doesn’t make sense to have a landing page, and all you want is the webby version of the book. In these cases, you can set landing to false.

landing = false


Download

The default behaviour of the Website is to provide download links for the eBook. If you don’t want the visitor to be able to download the ePub, you can set this value to false.

download = false


Site Actions

So this is a new type of section that you haven’t seen before, it has a period in its name and that period is important. What that period means is that we’re creating a subsection.

There is the site section that starts with:

[site]


And inside the site section there is the actions subsection that starts with:

[site.actions]


The actions are the buttons that appear on the top part of the website allowing the user to download the book, read the book online, and browse the table of contents.

What this section does, is allow you to change the text on these buttons. Being able to specify your own text is important because you book and audience might not be English-speakers and it makes no sense to have a book written in a language and the Website buttons in another.

At the moment there is no way for Little Webby Press to generate sites in multiple languages, so we advise that if your book is in a language that is not English, that you specify these fields in the same language.

[site.actions]
download = "Baixe o Livro"
read = "Leia Online"
toc = "Índice"


Site labels

Similarly to the previous section, the site labels section can be used to override all the labels in the website template. This way you can localise the website in your own language.

[site.labels]
about-book = "Sobre o Livro"
about-author = "Sobre o Autor"
toc = "Índice"
ereader-compatible = "Compatível com leitores digitais"
support-with-webmo = "Apoie esse trabalho"
read = "Leia Online"
license = "Licença"



        

    
        
            WebMonetization Section

WebMonetization is a exciting new Web Technology that has the potential to revolutionise how content creators make their income.


Motivation

The ability to transfer money has been a long-standing omission from the web platform. As a result, the web suffers from a flood of advertising and corrupt business models. Web Monetization provides an open, native, efficient, and automatic way to compensate creators, pay for API calls, and support crucial web infrastructure.

— Source: Web Monetization Website



The development of Little Webby Press has been originally funded by Grant For The Web, and WebMonetization has always been a core feature of our little tool.

You can create a [webmonetization] section and add your WebMonetization Payment Pointer to enable WebMonetization for the Website. If you do that, then readers who are using WebMonetization-enabled browsers to read your book on the Web will be able to automatically send you some microtransactions.

Default values

[webmonetization]
endpoint = false


WebMonetization is disabled by default. To activate it, fill in your payment pointer.

Endpoint

This field points to your payment pointer.

[webmonetization]
endpoint = "$ilp.uphold.com/doesntexist"



        

    
        
            Call To Action Section

Some people might find the actions in the above the fold for the website too restrictive for their needs. By default, the site only sports buttons for Downloading the eBook, Reading it online, and Viewing the Table of Contents. Using the CTA section, you can add your own buttons. Combining CTA items and the site configuration, you can disable the buttons you do not want and add new buttons.

The Call To Action section can be repeated inside the configuration. Each item you add becomes a new button.

[[cta]]
url = "http://example.com"
label = "Visit Example Site"

[[cta]]
url = "http://kobo.com"
label = "Get it from Kobo"


In the example above, there are two Call To Action items. They will become two buttons in the above the fold area of the website.

Default values

The CTA has an empty default value. It is only present if you add it.

cta

You can add as many Call To Action sections you want, remember that repeatable sections are enclosed in double square brackets.

[[cta]]


url

This is the URL the button links to. One good usage is adding links to purchase the book in other stores such as your own store, Kobo, or Amazon.

url = "https://my-own-store.com/my-book/purchase"


label

This is the label for the button associated with that section.

label = "Purchase my eBook, plz"




        

    
        
            Links Section

Links are repeatable sections that add buttons to your author bio on the website.

[[links]]
url = "http://instagram.com/my-account"
label = "My Instagram"

[[links]]
url = "http://goodreads.com/my-author-page"
label = "My Goodreads"


In the example above, there are two Links sections. They will become two buttons in the author bio section of the website.

Default values

The CTA has an empty default value. It is only present if you add it.

cta

You can add as many Links sections you want, remember that repeatable sections are enclosed in double square brackets.

[[links]]


url

This is the URL the button links to. One good usage is adding links to purchase the book in other stores such as your own store, Kobo, or Amazon.

url = "https://my-own-store.com/my-book/purchase"


label

This is the label for the button associated with that section.

label = "Purchase my eBook, plz"




        

    
        
            Using YAML

So far, all the documentation for configuration files have only mentioned TOML as this is our preferred configuration markup language. Still, some people might have other preferrences, and if you’re among those who prefer YAML over TOML, you’ll be happy to know that YAML works as well.

To use YAML for a configuration file, just name it Book.yaml and write it in YAML instad of TOML. Teaching how to write YAML is beyond the scope of this manual, their website does a really good job of explaining the language and helping you understand it.

Why We Prefer TOML over YAML

It is important to understand that this is a personal preference. There is nothing wrong with YAML or preferring YAML. It is because we understand that such choices are mostly opinion based, that we offer you the possibility of using YAML instead of TOML.

My main beef with YAML is that I think that significant whitespace can lead to hard to debug bugs. It is very easy to end up mismatching the number of spaces needed for indentation and ending up with a file that will not be a valid book configuration file. Such bugs are hard to detect with naked eye and often require editors with specialized plugins.

Still, the choice is yours. Do you like YAML? Go for it. I’m committed to supporting it on Little Webby Press.

Sample configuration using YAML

This is a YAML version of the configuration for the Moby Dick sample.

metadata:
  title: 'Moby-Dick, or, The Whale'
  date: 2019-08-08T12:00:00.000Z
  identifier: 'http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/2701'
  cover: images/cover.jpg
author:
  name: Herman Melville
  bio: >
    Herman Melville, (born August 1, 1819, New York City—died September 28,
    1891, New York City), American novelist, short-story writer, and poet, best
    known for his novels of the sea, including his masterpiece, Moby Dick
    (1851).
publisher:
  name: Project Gutenberg
site:
  blurb: >
    Moby Dick is the story of Captain Ahab's quest to avenge the whale that
    'reaped' his leg. The quest is an obsession and the novel is a diabolical
    study of how a man becomes a fanatic.But it is also a hymn to democracy.
    Bent as the crew is on Ahab's appalling crusade, it is equally the image of
    a co-operative community at work: all hands dependent on all hands, each
    individual responsible for the security of each.Among the crew is Ishmael,
    the novel's narrator, ordinary sailor, and extraordinary reader. Digressive,
    allusive, vulgar, transcendent, the story Ishmael tells is above all an
    education:in the practice of whaling, in the art of writing. Expanding to
    equal his 'mighty theme' - not only the whale but all things sublime -
    Melville breathes in the world's great literature. Moby Dick is the greatest
    novel ever written by an American.
webmonetization:
  endpoint: $ilp.uphold.com/zdPRwAnyEkmM
toc:
  prefix: h3
  label: h1
  match: first
book:
  frontmatter:
    - 000-front-matter.md
  chapters:
    - 001-loomings.md
    - 002-carpet-bag.md
    - 003-spouter-inn.md
    - 004-counterpane.md
    - 005-breakfast.md
    - 006-street.md
    - 007-chapel.md
    - 008-pulpit.md
    - 009-sermon.md
    - 010-bosom-friend.md
    - 011-nightgown.md
    - 012-biographical.md
    - 013-wheelbarrow.md
    - 014-nantucket.md
    - 015-chowder.md
    - 016-ship.md
    - 017-ramadan.md
    - 018-his-mark.md
    - 019-prophet.md
    - 020-all-astir.md
    - 021-going-aboard.md
    - 022-merry-christmas.md
    - 023-lee-shore.md
    - 024-advocate.md
    - 025-postscript.md
    - 026-knights-squires.md
    - 027-knights-squires.md
    - 028-ahab.md
    - 029-enter-ahab-to-him-stubb.md
    - 030-pipe.md
    - 031-queen-mab.md
    - 032-cetology.md
    - 033-specksnyder.md
    - 034-cabin-table.md
    - 035-mast-head.md
    - 036-quater-deck.md
    - 037-sunset.md
    - 038-dusk.md
    - 039-first-night-watch.md
    - 040-midnight-forecastle.md
    - 041-moby-dick.md
    - 042-whiteness-whale.md
    - 043-hark.md
    - 044-chart.md
    - 045-affidavit.md
    - 046-surmises.md
    - 047-mat-maker.md
    - 048-first-lowering.md
    - 049-hyena.md
    - 050-ahabs-boat-crew-fedallah.md
    - 051-spirit-spout.md
    - 052-albatross.md
    - 053-gam.md
    - 054-town-hos-story.md
    - 055-monstrous-pictures-whales.md
    - 056-less-erroneous-pictures-whales-true-pictures-whaling-scenes.md
    - 057-whales-paint-teeth-wood-sheet-iron-stone-mountains-stars.md
    - 058-brit.md
    - 059-squid.md
    - 060-line.md
    - 061-stubb-kills-whale.md
    - 062-dart.md
    - 063-crotch.md
    - 064-stubbs-supper.md
    - 065-whale-as-dish.md
    - 066-shark-massacre.md
    - 067-cutting-in.md
    - 068-blanket.md
    - 069-funeral.md
    - 070-sphynx.md
    - 071-jeroboams-story.md
    - 072-monkey-rope.md
    - 073-stubb-flask-kill-right-whale.md
    - 074-sperm-whales-head-contrasted-view.md
    - 075-right-whales-head-contrasted-view.md
    - 076-battering-ram.md
    - 077-great-heidelburgh-tun.md
    - 078-cistern-buckets.md
    - 079-prairie.md
    - 080-nut.md
    - 081-pedquod-meets-virgin.md
    - 082-honour-glory-whaling.md
    - 083-jonah-historically-regarded.md
    - 084-pitchpoling.md
    - 085-fountain.md
    - 086-tail.md
    - 087-grand-armada.md
    - 088-schools-schoolmasters.md
    - 089-fast-fish-loose-fish.md
    - 090-heads-or-tails.md



        

    
        
            Using JSON

Besides TOML and YAML, you can also use JSON for the configuration file. If you’re more familiar with JSON than with the other languages, and would rather not leave your confort zone, we got you covered. Just name your file Book.json and write the equivalent JSON.

Why We Prefer TOML over JSON

This is just a personal opinion, you’re free to have a different take on this matter. For me TOML is more pleasant to write as I don’t need to keep balancing brackets, quotes, and commas. I also find TOML less noisy than JSON. An important aspect that played a huge factor in my choice of using TOML over JSON, was that it is easier to copy and paste whole TOML sections than it is to copy chunks of JSON. For sections you’re going to end up reusing over and over again, such as [author], using TOML reduces the chance of bugs originating from copy and paste workflows.

Sample configuration using JSON

This is a JSON version of the configuration for the Moby Dick sample.

{
  "metadata": {
    "title": "Moby-Dick, or, The Whale",
    "date": "2019-08-08T12:00:00.000Z",
    "identifier": "http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/2701",
    "cover": "images/cover.jpg"
  },
  "author": {
    "name": "Herman Melville",
    "bio": "Herman Melville, (born August 1, 1819, New York City—died September 28, 1891, New York City), American novelist, short-story writer, and poet, best known for his novels of the sea, including his masterpiece, Moby Dick (1851).\n"
  },
  "publisher": {
    "name": "Project Gutenberg"
  },
  "site": {
    "blurb": "Moby Dick is the story of Captain Ahab's quest to avenge the whale that 'reaped' his leg. The quest is an obsession and the novel is a diabolical study of how a man becomes a fanatic.But it is also a hymn to democracy. Bent as the crew is on Ahab's appalling crusade, it is equally the image of a co-operative community at work: all hands dependent on all hands, each individual responsible for the security of each.Among the crew is Ishmael, the novel's narrator, ordinary sailor, and extraordinary reader. Digressive, allusive, vulgar, transcendent, the story Ishmael tells is above all an education:in the practice of whaling, in the art of writing. Expanding to equal his 'mighty theme' - not only the whale but all things sublime - Melville breathes in the world's great literature. Moby Dick is the greatest novel ever written by an American.\n"
  },
  "webmonetization": {
    "endpoint": "$ilp.uphold.com/zdPRwAnyEkmM"
  },
  "toc": {
    "prefix": "h3",
    "label": "h1",
    "match": "first"
  },
  "book": {
    "frontmatter": [
      "000-front-matter.md"
    ],
    "chapters": [
      "001-loomings.md",
      "002-carpet-bag.md",
      "003-spouter-inn.md",
      "004-counterpane.md",
      "005-breakfast.md",
      "006-street.md",
      "007-chapel.md",
      "008-pulpit.md",
      "009-sermon.md",
      "010-bosom-friend.md",
      "011-nightgown.md",
      "012-biographical.md",
      "013-wheelbarrow.md",
      "014-nantucket.md",
      "015-chowder.md",
      "016-ship.md",
      "017-ramadan.md",
      "018-his-mark.md",
      "019-prophet.md",
      "020-all-astir.md",
      "021-going-aboard.md",
      "022-merry-christmas.md",
      "023-lee-shore.md",
      "024-advocate.md",
      "025-postscript.md",
      "026-knights-squires.md",
      "027-knights-squires.md",
      "028-ahab.md",
      "029-enter-ahab-to-him-stubb.md",
      "030-pipe.md",
      "031-queen-mab.md",
      "032-cetology.md",
      "033-specksnyder.md",
      "034-cabin-table.md",
      "035-mast-head.md",
      "036-quater-deck.md",
      "037-sunset.md",
      "038-dusk.md",
      "039-first-night-watch.md",
      "040-midnight-forecastle.md",
      "041-moby-dick.md",
      "042-whiteness-whale.md",
      "043-hark.md",
      "044-chart.md",
      "045-affidavit.md",
      "046-surmises.md",
      "047-mat-maker.md",
      "048-first-lowering.md",
      "049-hyena.md",
      "050-ahabs-boat-crew-fedallah.md",
      "051-spirit-spout.md",
      "052-albatross.md",
      "053-gam.md",
      "054-town-hos-story.md",
      "055-monstrous-pictures-whales.md",
      "056-less-erroneous-pictures-whales-true-pictures-whaling-scenes.md",
      "057-whales-paint-teeth-wood-sheet-iron-stone-mountains-stars.md",
      "058-brit.md",
      "059-squid.md",
      "060-line.md",
      "061-stubb-kills-whale.md",
      "062-dart.md",
      "063-crotch.md",
      "064-stubbs-supper.md",
      "065-whale-as-dish.md",
      "066-shark-massacre.md",
      "067-cutting-in.md",
      "068-blanket.md",
      "069-funeral.md",
      "070-sphynx.md",
      "071-jeroboams-story.md",
      "072-monkey-rope.md",
      "073-stubb-flask-kill-right-whale.md",
      "074-sperm-whales-head-contrasted-view.md",
      "075-right-whales-head-contrasted-view.md",
      "076-battering-ram.md",
      "077-great-heidelburgh-tun.md",
      "078-cistern-buckets.md",
      "079-prairie.md",
      "080-nut.md",
      "081-pedquod-meets-virgin.md",
      "082-honour-glory-whaling.md",
      "083-jonah-historically-regarded.md",
      "084-pitchpoling.md",
      "085-fountain.md",
      "086-tail.md",
      "087-grand-armada.md",
      "088-schools-schoolmasters.md",
      "089-fast-fish-loose-fish.md",
      "090-heads-or-tails.md"
    ]
  }
}



        

    
        
            Final Remarks and Moving On

I hope this guide has been useful in showing you all the possibilities of the book configuration file. If there was anything that is not clear, or that you have doubts about, don’t hesitate to reach out. You can fill a new github issue with your issue, or reach out by twitter or mastodon.
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